EDUCATION (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 6 March 1867;— /or, 

COPY “ of a Statement issued by the Elementary Education Com- 
mittee of the General Assembly, in reply to the Letter of the 
Right Honourable C. P . Fortescue, m. p., on the Organization and 
Government of Model Schools, &c .” 



National Education in Ireland. 



STATEMENT in reply to the Letter of the Right Hon.G.P. Fortescue , m.p., 
on the Organization and Government of Model Schools, &c. 

The Elementary Education Committee of the General Assembly have had 
their attention directed to a letter, dated 19th June 1866, addressed by the 
Right Hon. C. P. Fortescue, late Chief Secretary for Ireland, to the Commis- 
sioners of National Education in Ireland. This letter was printed in return to 
an Order of the House of Commons, dated 19th July 1866. It deals with the 
subject of the Organization and Government of Training and Model Schools, and 
with the principle upon which the remuneration of teachers of schools supported 
by the State ought to be regulated. 

The Commissioners, in their reply, dated 2 July 1866, “ without binding 
themselves to the adoption of any particular details,” “ express their general 
approval of the proposals made, and their readiness to co-operate with the 
Government in carrying them into practical effect.” The Assembly’s Com- 
mittee are deeply impressed with a sense of the importance of the subjects 
referred to in this correspondence, and of their bearing upon the educational 
interests of the country, and they feel it incumbent upon them to lay their 
views before both the Government and the public. 

The first point to which, in this letter, the attention of the Commissioners is 
called is the training of teachers in Model Schools. They are reminded that “ it 
was originally laid down by Lord Derby, as a condition of the employment of 
teachers, that they should have received previous instruction in a Model School,” 
but now, after the lapse of 35 years, “there are still in the National Schools,” 
it is stated, “ 4,309 untrained teachers out of a total of 7,472.” In this state- 
ment there is no distinction made between principal teachers and assistants. 
The principal teachers alone could be expected to have been trained. At the 
end of 1864 they numbered 5,863. A few of the assistants have been trained, 
but the mass of them are virtually in course of training, and many of them 
would afterwards find their way into the Model Schools. These assistants 
numbered, at the same date, 1,609, and should have been deducted from the 
total of untrained teachers, to give a fair view of what the Normal and Model 
Schools have effected in this department. 

The letter proceeds to say that “it is, of course, known to the Government 
that the District Model Schools assist in supplying competent teachers, but the 
number they are able to send out does not, it appears, exceed 90 annually.” 
On this point, the Committee observe, that if the statement here made be cor- 
rect, a very remarkable change must have passed over the model schools since 
the date of the “ explanatory paper ” of the Commissioners (6th February 1864). 
In that document, printed by order of the House of Commons, the Commis- 
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sioners say, that “ to keep up the requisite number of teachers, about 700 new 
teachers must be supplied every year, and of these the District Model Schools 
ouly furnish about 130.” In 1864, these schools were said to furnish every year 
about 130 new teachers, and the Committee believe that even that state neat 
greatly underrated their capacity; but, in I860, •“ the number does not, it ap- 
pears, exceed 90 annually.” The explanation of this serious and sudden dete- 
rioration of the Model Schools is not far to seek. Toward the close of 1863 
an order was issued by the Commissioners, which took effect early i:i the fol- 
lowing year, directing a large reduction to be made on the staff of candidate 
teachers in all the Model Schools. This was accordingly done, and thus a large 
number of these young persons were sent to their homes, and all the sanguine 
hopes they had been induced to cherish cruelly extinguished. The amount 
thus saved went to the payment of first-class monitors, chiefly, if not exclusively, 
in Convent Schools, and when this policy of repression, as regards Model 
Schools, has produced its natural and inevitable results, the authors of it per- 
suade the Government to complain that the Model Schools are doing, and can 
do, comparatively little for the training of teachers. Tne Commissioners labour 
to produce inefficienc 3 r and incompleteness, and, when they have done so most 
effectually, the Chief Secretary is instructed to mourn over the results. 

In the letter of Mr. Fortescue, it is stated that, “ between the Training 
School in Dublin and the District Model Schools in the country, the number of 
persons prepared annually for the office of teacher is only about 400, whereas, 
the number of new teachers, principals, or assistants annually required is about 
900.” In 1 864, according to the statement of the “ explanatory paper,” just 
quoted, “ about 700 new teachers must be supplied every year,” but here, in 
the letter of the. Government, they rise to “ about 900.” And once more new 
teachers, principals, and assistants are most conveniently grouped together to 
magnify the want, and so to depreciate the capabilities of the Normal and 
District Schools to meet that want. 

The Assembly’s Committee are convinced that, with suitable encouragement, 
the Dublin Model School could train 400 teachers annually, and the District 
Model Schools 300, the whole number actually required. Dr. Patten, head 
inspector, in his report for 1862, says, “ During i861, 33 males and 30 females 
left the Belfast Model School, prepared to take charge of schools as principal 
or assistant teachers ; and, in 1862, the number was still larger, as many as 76 
having left for a similar purpose.” This is what one Model was able to accom- 
plish before the staff of its pupil teachers and monitors was reduced about one- 
third, and what, then, might have hern accomplished by all the Model Schools 
of the Board ? 

But the ( iovernment view the state, of tilings as represented to them “with 
much concern,” and what do they propose ? “ In 34 out of 60 school districts, 
into which the country has been divided, no Model School has been established,” 
and what more simple or natural than that the Board should be asked to proceed 
to have Model Schools established in some of these, districts, and thus larger 
provision made for the training of teacher.; ? If the Model School system be a 
good one, and the present number of these schools be insufficient, others outfit 
to be erected. But nothing of the kind is proposed. “ Considering the hostility 
felt and expressed in some quarters, and especially in the Roman Catholic com- 
munity, to the principle of exclusive State management in the case of AJodel 
and Training Schools, they are not prepared to undertake the extension of 
such schools under exclusive management.” On this statement, the Assembly’s 
Committee observe, that it has never yet been proved that the Roman Catholic 
people have any hostility to the Model Schools, and the education given therein. 
On the contrary, they have continued till the present hour, in the face of very 
great difficulties, to take advantage of this education for their children, and the 
hostility referred to is manifested mainly, if not exclusively, by those who hold 
that the Church and not the State has a right ro the entire direction and control 
of the education of the people, and it is in the interests and at the bidding of these 
parties that the changes sought are being made. Protestants of all denomina- 
tions are satisfied with the present Model School system, and desire its extension. 
It follows that the plan now proposed can be meant only for the. encouragement 
of conventual and monastic seminaries. 

And what is this plan ? The Government “ prefer to stimulate private enter- 
prise, and to encourage the establishment of Model Schools under local manage- 
ment.” 
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merit.” Such a Model School, it is said, should have, a domestic establishment 
with accommodation for 15 resident pupils, and a school-house capable of ac- 
commodating at least 150 pupils, the domestic establishment to be erected from 
funds derived from private sources, and the school-house from private funds, or 
in whole or in part, from a Parliamentary grant. 

The Assembly’s Committee view this proposed revolution in the Model School 
system with most serious apprehension. If these proposals be carried out, they 
will be the destruction of united education in Ireland. Those making them may 
profess to maintain the principles of united education, but they are, in reality, 
doing all in their power to subvert them. The changes sketched in this letter 
are specially adapted, not to say designed, to convert the schools of the religious 
orders of the Church of Rome into training and model schools. In convents 
the domestic establishment stands ready for the purpose described, and also the 
school-house capable of accommodating 150 pupils. And can these convent 
schools ever become model schools in the proper sense of the term ? tC The 
chief objects of Model Schools,” according to the statement of the Commis- 
sioners in their rules and regulations, “ are to promote united education, to 
exhibit the most improved methods of literary and scientific instruction to the 
surrounding schools, and to train young persons for the office of teacher.” These 
objects Model Schools under local management, and especially Convent Schools, 
cannot accomplish. Their teachers are exclusively of one denomination. In 
their very dress they represent sectarianism in its most distinctive forms. The 
schools are attended by Roman Catholic children alone- Roman Catholic 
teachers alone could be trained in them, whilst the teachers of these schools 
themselves are neither trained' nor classed, and are, therefore, not competent to 
undertake the training of others. 

On the other hand, in the administration of a Mixed or Non-sectarian plan 
of Education, it is essential that teachers should have a considerable course of 
training in an institution where this system is to be fuund in its highest per- 
fection. In the existing Model Schools, both teachers and pupils are of 
various religious denominations. The idea of United Education is in them a 
pleasing reality. Young teachers of different denominations are for a consider- 
able time trained together. Thus they imbibe principles of toleration, mutual 
forbearance, and respect. It is necessary in such a system that the Training 
Schools should be under the Commissioners’ supervision and control. In no 
other way can that unity and uniformity in training be maintained which are 
essential to success. The Model Schools are under the charge of trained and 
classed teachers of known ability and tried excellence, and they are thus in 
every respect preferable to schools under local management as training insti- 
tutions for young candidate teachers. 

In any case, these “local Model Schools ” would spring up, not where they 
are most wanted, but where they could most effectually damage existing insti- 
tutions. The plan is virtually to set up rival schools, supported out of the public 
funds, and under exclusive and sectarian management ; and when these would 
have impaired the usefulness of the present Model Schools, the injury done to 
the latter would be used as an argument for getting rid of them altogether. 

The next point referred to in the letter of the late Chief Secretary is the 
necessity of a revision of the arrangements for the reception of teachers in 
training in the Normal Establishment in Dublin. It is recommended that 
teachers and pupil-teachers be permitted to hoard and lodge out of the official 
establishment, receiving an allowance in lieu of board and lodging, and that 
Chaplains should be appointed in connection with the Central Training and 
District Model Schools. 

In regard to the former of these points, it is surely reasonable to ask, Why, 
After the country has been put to large expense in the erection of a boarding 
establishment, it should be given up as useless ? Has any evil been proved to 
have arisen from united boarding and training ? On the contrary, have not 
leading officials from time to time testified to its eminent advantages ? In the 
■report of the Commissioners for last year the following statement occurs: — 
“ The establishments in which the teachers, both male and female, attending 
at our Training Institution are boarded and lodged, continue to be efficiently 
conducted. The inmates have been distinguished, as heretofore, for the general 
correctness of their conduct, for the maintenance of order and discipline, for 
the, exercise of kindly feeling toward each other, and for the- careful observance 
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of then- religious duties.” Is the Government of the country prepared to undo 
a system working so adm.rabiy-to foster sectarian separations and animosities 
and virtually to suggest measures for preventing the people, and especially 
the youthful teachers of the people, from having friendly and kind intercourse 
with each other ? A ny Statesman who imagines that he will pacify this country 
by handing the youth of it over to be educated, and the candidate teachers in 
it to be boarded and lodged by the religious orders of the Church of Rome 
makes, we believe, a most serious mistake; and it is manifest that, to board 
Roman Catholic teachers ‘ out of the official establishment ” just means to board 
them m convents and monasteries, and thereby to support these institutions at 
the public expense. 

Reference is indeed made to the “ Scotch Presbyterian Training Colleges, in 
which there are no official residences for the teachers in training,” but these 
Colleges are under a Denominational and not a Mixed System ; and, in any case 
the circumstances of the two countries are so different that institutions and 
arrangements well adapted to the one may be entirely unsuitable for the other 
Besides, the proposed change will never remedy the supposed evil. The parties 
objecting to united boarding and lodging will object also to the teachers going 
to professors of other persuasions than their own, and to their sitting on the 
benches with Protestants, just as they object to pupils going to Model Schools. 
In tact, the objection is not against the teachers living together so much as 
against their being under professors appointed by the Commissioners and not 
by themselves. 

With regard to the proposal to appoint “ Chaplains ” for the Central Training 
and District Model Schools, the Committee regard such appointment as wholly 
unnecessary, as likely, if carried out, to entail large expense upon the State, 
and as tending to the introduction of religious rivalries and animosities. To 
place the teachers in private houses, and to pay “ Chaplains ” for them, would 
subject them to the control of tile clergy and weaken the legitimate influence of 
the Commissioners and the pro essors, who are supposed to be preparing them 
r e public service, and not lor the purposes of ecclesiastical domination, 
farther, to mast, as is proposed, that “every teacher of a Model School must 
possess a certificate as to faith and morals of the chaplain of liis own religious 
denomination, is to give such chaplain a veto on ail appointments, which he 
will take care so to exercise that none but parties subservient to bis ends shall 
be employed as teachers. It is not enough that a man should be of irreproach- 
able character, but he must be sound in the “faith," and so certified, not bv a 
clergyman, but by “the chaplain of his own denomination” ! This is a power 
so liable to be abused, and so tyrannical, that no man should be entrusted with 
it. Besides, the proposal is utterly inconsistent with a United Non-Sectarian. 
System ol Education, such as Parliament professes to maintain in Ireland, and 
the practice, begun in Model Schools, must ultimately be extended to all the 
National Schools throughout the kingdom. 

. T he ^ otn ®ittee regard, with much concern, the proposal to change the prin- 
ciple upon which the remuneration of teachers in Ireland has hitherto been regu- 
lated. It is daily becoming more difficult to procure teachers forNationalSchooIs., 
Tlns arises chiefly from the fact that they are not sufficiently remunerated. 
Many of the present teachers have expended much time and labour in securing 
a high classification, and now to turn round upon them and to apportion their 
payments solely according to the “ ascertained results of education ” would be 
unfair, and calculated greatly to discourage a most deserving and important 
class of individuals. These “ results ” have all along been taken into account 
y nspec ors, ut upon the c£ class” of the teacher the amount of his salary 
has mainly depended. To change this system would be to put the untrained 
and unclassed teacher, who has indolently declined the necessary study, on a 
L e rL Wl ll „ the mdlvidual ° f highest qualification and class. The Committee 
would gladly co-operate with tue Government and the Commissioners in en- 
deavouring to induce the people to contribute more liberally for the education, 
of tneir children, and it is mainly, they consider, in this direction an improve- 
ment should be sought. Of the total sum of 39,135 1. 18 s. 2 d. contributed, 
under the head of ‘payments by pupils,” in National Schools over Ireland, 
during the past year, Ulster contributed 16,092 l. 15 s. 1 d„ and the Assembly’s 
Committee believe that that sum could and ought to be largely increased. 

In conclusion, the Committee express their decided conviction that if these 
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changes, made and threatened, are permitted to be carried out, the destruction 
of the present system of United Education in Ireland is inevitable. It is the 
best boon the Parliament of Great Britain ever conferred on this country, and 
it is earnestly hoped that neither Parliament nor the public will permit the 
system to be insidiously subverted by those who, at the same time, profess 
to keep always “in view the fundamental principles of United Secular 
Education.” 

(signed) David Wilson , d.d., 

Moderator of General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 
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COPY of a Statement issued by tlie Ele- 
mentary Education Committee of the 
General Assembly, in reply to the 
Letter of the Right Honourable C. P. 
Fortescue, m. p,, on the Organization and 
Government of Model Schools, &c. 



( Colonel Greoille-Nugent.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

10 April 1867. 
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